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	▸ About this template
Use this file for the anonymised main manuscript. The Title Page and the Cover Letter are separate files (available at ejss.fesss.org).
The template is already formatted. Type over the grey text in [brackets] and use the built-in styles: “Heading 1” for main sections, “Heading 2” for subsections and “Normal” for text. Do not change the layout, fonts or line numbering.
Delete all green instruction boxes, including this one, before submission.



	▸ Anonymisation checklist
Do not include author names, affiliations, e-mail addresses, acknowledgements, funding details, author contributions or project numbers that could identify the authors — these belong in the Title Page.
Cite your own previous work in the third person, e.g., “Kizilkaya and Bayrakli (2005) showed …”, not “we previously showed …”.
Remove identifying information from the file properties: File › Info › Check for Issues › Inspect Document › Remove All.


[Manuscript title in sentence case; concise and informative, preferably no more than 20 words]
Abstract
[Maximum 300 words, single paragraph. State the context and objective, the essential methods, the principal quantitative results and the evidence-based conclusion. Do not cite references or use undefined abbreviations.]
Keywords: [3–6 keywords in alphabetical order, separated by commas]
Introduction
[Present the scientific context, relevant recent literature, the specific knowledge gap and the significance of the study. End with a clear objective, research question or hypothesis. Do not include results.]
Materials and Methods
[Subsection heading, e.g., Study area and soil sampling]
[Describe the research in sufficient detail for evaluation and replication: study location and dates, soil classification and initial properties, sampling depth and design, experimental units, treatments, controls and replication, analytical methods, instruments, quality assurance, permits and statistical analysis, as applicable.]
	▸ Units, nomenclature and statistics
Use SI units with a space between value and unit (e.g., 25 mg kg⁻¹, 1.35 g cm⁻³). Give soil classification with the system and edition (e.g., WRB 2022; Soil Survey Staff 2022).
Write scientific names of organisms in italics. Define every abbreviation at first use in the abstract and again in the main text.
State the statistical tests, software and version, number of replicates, error terms and significance level (e.g., P < 0.05).
AI-based methods used in the research (e.g., machine-learning models) must be described here in full: tool/model, version, input data and validation. AI must not be used to generate, alter or enhance data, results, figures or images.


Results
[Present the findings in a logical order. Report effect sizes and uncertainty where relevant. Summarise patterns rather than repeating every table value. Do not present the same data in both a table and a figure.]
	▸ Citing and placing tables and figures
Cite every table and figure in numerical order. After the paragraph containing its first citation, add a placement marker on a separate line, as shown below.


Soil organic carbon increased significantly with increasing amendment rate (Table 1).
<Table 1 near here>
The relationship between soil pH and enzyme activity is shown in Figure 1.
<Figure 1 near here>
Discussion
[Interpret the findings in relation to the objective, mechanisms and relevant literature. Explain agreements and discrepancies and distinguish evidence from speculation. Do not repeat the Results. In the final paragraph of the Discussion, without a separate heading, state the main limitations of the study (e.g., pot or laboratory versus field conditions, a single site or season, sample size, number of soils studied, methodological constraints or unmeasured variables), how they may affect the interpretation or generalisation of the results, and how future research could address them.]
Conclusion
[State the main evidence-based conclusions and their implications, within the limits of the study. Do not introduce new results, references or unsupported recommendations.]
References
	▸ Reference style (EJSS)
List references alphabetically by the first author’s surname, unnumbered, with a hanging indent (style “Reference”). Give all authors, the full journal title, volume(issue), page range or article number and the DOI as a full https://doi.org/ link.
In-text citations: one author (Shein, 2010); two authors (Kizilkaya and Bayrakli, 2005); three or more authors (Smith et al., 2015). Separate multiple citations with semicolons in chronological order: (Kizilkaya and Bayrakli, 2005; Shein, 2010). Use 2015a, 2015b for works by the same authors in the same year. Every cited source must be listed, and every listed source must be cited.
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Tables
	▸ Table format
Place each editable table on a new page after the references, in citation order. Caption above the table (style “Caption”), notes below (style “Table note”). Use 10-point text, single spacing and horizontal rules only — no vertical lines, shading, merged spacing with tabs or embedded images.


Table 1. [Concise caption in sentence case]
	Treatment
	Response variable (unit)
	SD or SE

	Control
	[value]
	[value]

	Treatment 1
	[value]
	[value]

	Treatment 2
	[value]
	[value]


Note: [Define abbreviations, sample size, error terms and statistical test. Different lowercase letters indicate significant differences according to (test) at P < 0.05.]
Figure Captions
	▸ Figure format
List figure captions here in citation order; do not insert the images in this file. Upload each figure as a separate file (TIFF, PNG or high-quality PDF).
Minimum resolution at final size: 300 dpi for photographs, 600 dpi for combination artwork and 1200 dpi for line art. Use legible font sizes and colour schemes that remain readable in greyscale.


Figure 1. [Concise, self-contained caption in sentence case; define panels, symbols, error bars, sample size, statistical test and significance level.]
Supplementary Material
[List each supplementary file and cite it in the text as Table S1, Figure S1, Dataset S1, Appendix S1, etc., with a concise caption. Upload the files separately. Delete this section if there is no supplementary material.]
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